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“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 3

Sabbath October 17, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is “Stand For What We Stand For” Part 3 Before we begin, Let us pray….

There is a slogan that says, “If a man does not stand for something, he will fall for anything.” To a certain extent, that is very true. But I want to review this Spirit of Prophecy quote {TM 31.1} which says, “In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what God has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the future except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us.”  I repeat that last sentence “We have nothing to fear for the future except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us.”  


Unfortunately throughout the denomination of SDA’s on a worldwide scale it appears that is exactly the problem we are facing in this most difficult time of our church history. We see it in the disgraceful let down of church standards and the errors that are rampant in long held biblical doctrines that we have held so dear to our hearts. 

In this series called, “Stand for What We Stand For”, we have been examining some of our historic biblical beliefs, unique to Seventh-day Adventism.  In part 1, we explored the meaning of “justification by faith.” In part 2, we made clear the true biblical understanding of “righteousness by faith.” 


Today in part 3 we will examine the Sabbath; what it is and what it means to Seventh-day Adventists today. A large portion of this sermon was from a deceased Australian SDA pastor by the name of George Burnside. He had a simple message that was always clear and distinct. He won many souls to Christ and baptized a countless number of believers. 

He started his teaching of the Sabbath with these words. “The Lord has a day. It’s a special day. It is the true day meant for all Christians to keep. It is the Lord’s Day and the apostle recorded in the scriptures, Revelation 1:10, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, …” John wrote this more than 60 years after the cross. It showed the Lord still had a day, a special day, a day referred to as the Lord’s Day.

With this clear statement before us, than for any Christian to say that there is no special day for Christians must be wrong. Here in the last book of the Bible the Lord reveals there is a special day. For anyone to say that you can keep any day that is convenient is not in harmony with Scripture because the Lord has a day. It is His day. It is the Lord’s Day.


Which day is the Lord’s Day? Turn to Luke 4:16, “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.”

“…as his custom was…” That means He was in the habit of doing it. Jesus our blessed Lord was in the habit of doing something. What was it? “…as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” When Jesus our Lord walked the dusty roads of old Palestine, He went on the Sabbath to a place of worship.


You can read every single account in scripture on the life of Jesus and you will find that Jesus kept only one day holy. That day was the Sabbath; the seventh day Sabbath. Remember, Jesus is our example in all things. 1 Peter 2:21 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:”


We are Christians. Christians are followers of Christ. They follow in the footsteps of Jesus. They do what He did. Now, if we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and Jesus was in the habit of attending a place of worship on the Sabbath, please tell me what should we do? It is crystal clear; we should attend the place of worship on the Sabbath. Remember, you can never make a mistake in following Jesus.


In fact, Jesus said in John 8:12, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, …” By Jesus’ own words, if we are really following Him by the example He set, can we walk in darkness? Of course not, and you cannot possibly be lost by following Jesus in all things. 


In Psalm 89:34 Jesus by His Spirit wrote through David the following, “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”  We know that it was Jesus on Mt. Sinai that both spoke with His lips and wrote with His finger in stone, the Ten Commandments. 


The scripture says in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”  Jesus never alters. Therefore if Jesus kept the seventh day Sabbath, when on earth, and Jesus never alters, if He were on the earth today, which day would He keep? He would keep the very same day, the seventh day Sabbath. 

It was no chance act for Jesus our Lord in observing this day, not at all. In Matthew 12:8 we read, “For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.” Jesus said He is Lord of the Sabbath day; He is the protector of it. Jesus is telling us it is My day. It is the only day that He claims to be Lord of. Yes, the Sabbath is the only Lord’s day.


Now notice something interesting in John 1:10, 11. “He (Jesus) was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Note the statement, the world was made by Him. It is clear that Jesus was the Creator, and if the New Testament is clear on one fact, it is that the same one who died on Calvary is the same one who created the world in the beginning. And the Creator made the Sabbath, He made the Lord’s Day. It is His sacred day.

Let us turn back to Genesis 2:1, 2. “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.” There we have the origin of the Sabbath. After God had created the world in six days, He rested on the Sabbath. That is what made it a Sabbath because Sabbath means rest. It is the Sabbath or rest day of the Lord because God rested on it. Exodus 20:10 says, “the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God:” It is His holy day; it is the Lord’s day.

But that is not all He did. Genesis 2:3 tells us “And God blessed the seventh day…” So, Jesus put His own blessing on that day. 1 Chronicles 17:27 says “…for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.” And He made it holy. Exodus 20:11 clearly says, “…the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” That means He made it holy and that is why in verse 8 God said, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.”   

There are those who say it doesn’t matter which day you keep holy, just as long as you keep one, one day is as good as another. Let’s look at two reasons why such a statement is ludicrous and has no foundation in scripture. 


First of all, do you see how, that is treating the blessing of Jesus as though it were of no account? If Jesus blesses a day, surely it means something more than days that are not blessed. Tens of thousands have testified to receiving a blessing by keeping the Sabbath, a blessing they find in no other day. And the reason is quite clear. Jesus blessed the seventh day. He never blessed Sunday or any of the other 5 days. But, Jesus blessed the Sabbath and He hands it down through the ages as a love gift to His blood bought children in these last days.

Genesis 2 told us that God rested the seventh day and blessed the seventh day. There is something else He did to the seventh day and that is He sanctified it. Sanctify means to set apart for a holy use. Jesus set the seventh day apart entirely from the six working days. He set it apart for a holy use. He said in the 4th commandment, six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work. Sunday through Friday are the six working days that He never blessed.
 
So our second reason is that the Sabbath day is holy. Why is it holy? Because Jesus made it holy as we had just read in Exodus 20:11. And it is impossible for anyone to keep a day holy that is not holy to begin with. There is nothing holy about Sunday because God neither blessed it, nor did He make it holy. Any attempt to try to keep a day holy that is not holy to begin with is pure legalism. Legalism is trying to earn salvation by doing something other than what God said to do. It is like Cain bringing produce for a sacrifice when God said to bring a lamb. Keeping Sunday is Cain worship, it’s legalism, because God said, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” You and I can not make any day holy because it takes a Holy God to make a day holy.  

 Let me illustrate with two handkerchiefs; a white one and a green one. If I handed you this white one and said, please keep this white for me; it is possible that you will be able to. But if I handed you the green one and said keep this white for me it would be impossible. Why? You can’t because it’s not white to begin with. 


And so it is with the Sabbath. It is the only day you can keep holy because it is the only day God made holy. And as you rightfully keep it, you will find the precious Jesus in every moment of that sacred day. You and I ought to love the Sabbath. Remember, it was given to us by the nail scarred hand of Jesus; and He hands it down to us in this day. He calls it “My holy day”. Isaiah 58:13, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; …” 

When the sun sets in the western sky next Friday evening, you and I will step from ordinary time to holy time. Remember what God told Moses, in Exodus 3:5 “… put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” Let us never be guilty of treading under foot, God’s holy Sabbath. This is an area we need to make changes for most of us are careless in our observance of God’s blessed day. We sometimes engage in conversations that are secular in nature, discussing the same things we would talk about on the six working days. Conversing about purchases we made or places we ate or things we have done or vacations and trips we are planning or how much we saved on this item or sports or school or whatever. The main thing is this day is all about Jesus and we have left Him out of our conversations. Especially at our fellowship meals this is most noticeable. We’re all guilty. But we can change that. Let’s look at Isaiah 58:13 once more, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:”  

Fellowship time is a good time to share testimonials and discuss those you study with or what’s happening in your prayer circle or plans to distribute literature. Let’s save secular talk for the weekdays when we can visit on the phone or in person. But let’s honor God by keeping His day holy, the only day He ever blessed, the only day He ever sanctified, and it’s the only day He ever asked you to keep.


It is impossible to preach Jesus and His fullness without the Sabbath, because it was Jesus who made the Sabbath, it was Jesus who blessed the Sabbath, it was Jesus who sanctified the Sabbath, and it was Jesus who kept it while He was on earth.

And on the Isle of Patmos, the aged John received a vision of Jesus and a message from Jesus, when he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. John kept the same Sabbath as his Lord Jesus kept. Yes the Sabbath is full of Jesus. It has the very blessing of Jesus.


Since Jesus made the Sabbath, He ought to be the best one to tell us who He made it for, don’t you think so? In Mark 2:27 Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man.” There are some who will tell you the Sabbath was made only for the Jews. But Jesus will tell you the Sabbath was made for man. Does M-A-N spell JEW? Jesus says He made it for man. Actually He made it 2,500 years before there was a Jew in existence. He made it when there was only one man in existence and that was the one day old Adam.

God commands us, “Remember the Sabbath day”, but the world has forgotten it. Today, 52 weeks in every year the world is busy trampling it, and the devil has made our Lord’s holy day, the day for business, shopping, amusement and sport. He delights to watch professed Christians trample it underfoot. But God says, “Take your foot off My Sabbath, remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”


It is interesting to note that the first record we have is that God worked on Sunday, the first day of the week. Yes, the very first thing you read about in the Bible is that God worked on Sunday. It’s recorded in the first 5 verses of the Bible, Genesis chapter 1. Did you ever think of that? You see it could not be possible to be a sin to work on Sunday because God worked on Sunday. In fact God not only worked on Sunday, but He commanded work to be done on Sunday.


He said, “Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath (or the rest day) of the LORD thy God:” Exodus 20:9, 10. 

So you couldn’t possibly sin by working on Sunday. Not only did God work on Sunday, not only did He command work to be done on Sunday, but if you please God calls it a working day. Ezekiel 46:1, “Thus saith the Lord GOD; The gate of the inner court that looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath it shall be opened, …” The only thing the Bible tells us to do on Sunday is work. NEVER once in the entire Bible is there anything that tells us the weekly Sunday is a holy day. God never blessed Sunday. Christ never rested on Sunday. It was never sanctified. The New Testament no where forbids work to be done on Sunday and there is no divine penalty whatsoever for its desecration.  

 No blessing is ever pronounced for its observance. There is no regulation given us as to how it should be observed. It is never called a Christian Sabbath. It is never called the Lord’s Day. People may call it the Lord’s Day, but calling it the Lord’s Day does not make it the Lord’s Day. No sacred title whatsoever is ever applied to Sunday. Jesus never once mentioned it. In fact the word Sunday never appears in the Bible. Neither God, Christ, nor any inspired writer, ever said a single word in favor of Sunday. 

There is no requirement in the Bible to break bread on the first day of the week. And no where in the Bible does it say that the first day of the week is a memorial of the resurrection. Applying sacredness to Sunday is a man-made act and it has become is a tradition that makes void the commandment of God. Matthew 15:6 Jesus said, “Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.”  


Come with me now to Calvary; to the death of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In Luke 23:52-56 we read, “This man (Joseph of Arimathaea) went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.”  

They had seen Jesus keep the Sabbath, and when the sun dropped in the golden west on that fateful Friday evening, the Sabbath was so sacred to them, that they wouldn’t even prepare the body of Jesus for burial. They kept the Sabbath, according to the commandment. They knew it was the holy, blessed, sanctified day of Jesus. Luke recorded this gospel 27 years after the cross and He still calls the seventh day the Sabbath.  


It is significant brothers and sisters, that when Jesus finished His work of creation in six days, He rested on the seventh day from His work. When this world strayed into sin, and Jesus came down here to save it, and He died on that fateful Friday afternoon with the words, “It is finished”, again He rested in the tomb on the Sabbath. He rested on the seventh day Sabbath after creation, and after redemption, again He rested on the seventh day Sabbath. The Sabbath is a sign and memorial, both of creation and Calvary. 

Now notice the next verse, Luke 24:1,2 “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.” They came back on Sunday to do the work they would not have done on the Sabbath. They were seventh day Sabbath-keepers. They kept the Lord’s Day according to the commandment.


No Christian can ever make a mistake keeping the seventh day Sabbath. The Sabbath that Jesus Himself made and handed down to you as a love gift from the golden days of Eden. And it comes down to you stained with the life blood of Jesus of Calvary.  

In the last days, Jesus points out His people as those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12. These are the people waiting to go home to the land of glory. When Jesus comes and gathers up His people, and transports them home to the glory land, they will go straight on keeping the Sabbath. For I read in Isaiah 66:22, 23, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”  If you reach the land of glory, you will be a Sabbath-keeper. There won’t be one group keeping Sunday and another group keeping Sabbath. In the glory land they will all be Sabbath keepers.


Remember, the Lord Jesus made, blessed, hallowed, sanctified and kept the Sabbath. And with a hand that is nail scarred for you and for me, He is beckoning follow Me. Take the world, but give me Jesus.           
Let us pray…
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